
Blessing of 

Animals  
 

The righteous know the needs  
of their animals.  

— Proverbs  12:10 
 
God saw that all creation was good, and gave it to the human 

family for use in his plan. Even in today’s mechanized 
society, many people keep animals for food, work, 
companionship, or recreation. Concern for the well being 
of animals is a sign of mercy in a human person; cruelty to 
— or neglect of animals is inhumane.  

— The Catholic Book of Blessings  

 
OPENING PRAYER FOR KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 

 
Loving Father, 

we praise you and thank you 

for making animals as part of your wonderful creation. 

 

Help us and all people 

to be kind to animals. 

Touch the hearts of all with your love 

and increase our respect for all your creation. 

 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

through whom you made all things for your glory. 

Amen 

 



A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

 
God said, “Let the waters bring forth  

swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly  

above the earth across the dome of the sky.”    

 

So God created the great sea monsters  

and every living creature that moves, 

 of every kind, with which the waters swarm,  

and every winged bird of every kind.  

 

And God saw that it was good.    

God blessed them, saying,  

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,  

and let birds multiply on the earth.”    

 

And God said,  

“Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:  

cattle and creeping things  

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”  

And it was so.    

 

God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind,  

and the cattle of every kind,  

and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.  

God saw everything  

that he had made,  

and indeed, it was very good.  

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JOB 

 

“Ask the animals, and they will teach you;  

the birds of the air, and they will tell you;  

ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;  

and the fish of the sea will declare to you.    

 

Who among all these does not know  

that the hand of the Lord has done this?  

In God’s hand is the life of every living thing  

and the breath of every human being.”  

 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

It is always appropriate to bless animals on or around October 4, 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. — Catholic Book of Blessings 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, ruler of the universe:  
we praise you  
for the wonderful works you have made.  
Have mercy on your beloved people, 
and keep us blameless in your love. 
 
Bless + these animals,  
and help us to use them in your service. 
 
Father, 
we ask your blessing 
in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
 
All answer: 
Amen! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 


