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First and foremost, thank you.  Thank you to the generous people of the Charlottetown Diocese 
for their continued support of our diocesan mission program through the annual Share Lent 
collection.  Thank you to our sisters and brothers of the global south who continue to share 
their experiences with us, continuing to open our eyes to the injustices of the world, and 
teaching us a true collective spirit of response & action that we can take to these injustices.  
Thank you to our partner organizations and members, who are filled with the giving spirit of 
offering a voice, their time, and support when it is needed most.  The light is there in the 
darkness and together we can amplify it. 
 
Over the past year, in September we welcomed home our most recent Lay Missionary, Ryan 
McRae of Stratford PE, who had spent a year and a half with our friends in the Dominican 
Republic.  Ryan spent his initial months with Fundacion Mujer Iglesia, a feminist organization in 
Santiago working for the well being and empowerment of women & children, and then moved 
to the Capital of Santo Domingo where he worked at Ciudad Alternativa completing a land 
survey project on pricing based on social statuses.  Ryan’s last months focused on a special 
project related to mining in the Dominican Republic and the dissemination of natural habitats 
by the extraction of natural resources by foreign nationals, often Canadian based mining 
companies.  Ryan hopes to present a documentary in the near future on this project. 
 
In October, we held our 28th annual Daniel O’Hanley Memorial Lecture at the Our Lady Of 
Assumption Parish Hall in Stratford, PEI.  We were blessed and honoured with the presence of 
our guest speaker Qajaq Robinson, an Innuit, lawyer, former Crown prosecutor in Nunavut, and 
commissioner on the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Pictured about are LAMP members: Irene Burge, P. Eddie Cormier, Maureen Larkin, Joe Byrne, 
Phil Callaghan, Marie Burge, Scott Smith, Irene Doyle, & Ryan McRae with respondent Julie 
Pellissier-Lush (centre-left) and our guest-speaker Qajaq Robinson (centre-right).]  



The topic of the lecture was “The Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls:  It Is Time To 
Listen”, reflecting on the report released last year and the collective actions we can take.  Our 
respondent for the day was local Mi’kmaq islander Julie Pellissier-Lush, our PEI Poet Laureate.  
Together we say Wela'lioq, merci, gracias, and thank you to those who were willing to share 
their wisdom with us and those who attended to make for such an enjoyable event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     [A large crowd attends the 28th annual Daniel O’Hanley Memorial Lecture in Stratford, PE.] 
 
January saw one of our LAMP members, Padre Eddie Cormier, return to the Dominican Republic 
for the winter months.  P. Eddie stays in Costambar near Puerto Plata and celebrates Mass with 
the local community members of the barrio Javillar.  P. Eddie’s dedication to bear witness to 
injustice and continue to call for justice is admirable.  In February, the country saw its general 
elections cancelled due to corruption within the electoral system.  Like always, we stand in 
protest with our Dominican sisters & brothers who call for an end to these injustices and real 
democracy for the country. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Pictured above (left): Padre Eddie shares a hug with Fundacion Mujer Iglesia staff member 
Jacqueline Batista Rodríguez.  Pictured right:  P. Eddie celebrates Mass in a local barrio school.] 
 

 



We began to plan our annual Mission Education Program (MEP) in early spring.  The theme is 
based on chapter four of the report on Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls: 
‘Colonization as a form of Gendered of Oppression’.  A small committee was formed and began 
dialogue with Julie Pellissier-Lush & our Island Mi’kmaq indigenous community, who were 
working to secure three indigenous guest speakers for the session.  Our annual MEP was 
scheduled for April 2020, but when the global pandemic of COVID-19 struck in March, we have 
had to delay our implementation of this session.  We do look forward to it in the future. 
 
Upon reflection during these challenging times for all, we are reminded that more then ever we 
do NOT want things to return to ‘normal’ after this global pandemic ends.  So many people 
have been left outside peripheries of society, not able to makes ends meet, provide for 
themselves, and survive in this world.  We believe that an actionable response is the 
implementation of a Basic Guaranteed Income (BIG) for all and so we will continue to lobby for 
its existence.  Together we can make this happen. 
 
We especially remember our sisters and brothers in Christ who have left this world and gone to 
the next during the last year.  Your fight for justice on this Earth is not forgotten and we hope 
that you find eternal peace.  Father Austin Bradley, presente.  Hamlet Boden, presente.  Father 
Charlie Cheverie, presente.  Carmen Yluminada Ramos, presente.  Carmen ‘Margarita’ Santos 
Alba, presente.  Padre Beltrán Lessard (msc), presente.  Leo Mcquaid, presente.  Father Gerry 
Tingley, presente. 
 
Once again, we want to express our sincere gratitude to all for another year of existence, as we 
continue to learn from the poor, marginalized, and dispossessed of this world and do our best 
to collectively walk together on a journey of hope & love towards peace & justice for all. 
 
 
Peace be with you all.        -Scott J. Smith- 


