
 
 

 

Dear Father and Parish Pastoral Council,  

  

 The Jubilee Year of Mercy has been the topic of discussion at Zone Meetings 

and at the Presbyteral Council. Many asked at those meetings that I put on paper 

some of the ideas, suggestions and requirements that will help us celebrate this 

coming Jubilee year. Pope Francis has published Misericordiae Vultus or the Face of 

Mercy (henceforth MV) that provides inspirational reflection and specific parish 

requirements for the Holy Year beginning December 8, 2015 (Feast of the 



Immaculate Conception) and concluding November 20, 2016 (Solemnity of Christ 

the King).  

  

 I invite Priests and Parish Pastoral Councils to use the following as a 

handbook throughout the Jubilee year. It is my hope that your meetings are centered 

on prayer so that together you may lead the whole parish to a renewed appreciation 

of the Father’s mercy and a renewed commitment to live our lives daily as witnesses 

to the peace and joy of God’s mercy. As Pope Francis puts it, I pray that our parishes 

become “oases of mercy.” 

  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

  

  

Bishop Richard Grecco  

 

 

 
  

Things to do for the Jubilee Year 
 

  

1. Please, announce the Jubilee Year of Mercy at least twice on the Sundays 

preceding December 8 when the Jubilee begins. It is important to offer a brief 

explanation of its significance.  

2. Please display (vestibule or sanctuary) an ICON or BANNER symbolizing 

the Father’s Mercy as a reminder throughout the Holy Year. Many parishes 

ordered Rembrandt’s rendition of the Prodigal Son.  

3. Please make explicit the connection with the Year for Consecrated Life (which 

concludes in February 2016) either in writing or in a homily or by 

announcement. This will avoid confusion and it will deliberately help the 

community to see that the founding charism of a Religious Community is 

directly connected to one of the spiritual/corporal works of mercy.  

4. The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy are central to this Holy Year: 

“It is my burning desire, that during this Jubilee, Christian people may reflect 

on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.” #15 MV. Each “work” could be 

the subject of a Sunday homily or they could be used in groups for a homily; 

the works could be a theme for a study/prayer groups. The Gospel of Luke, in 

particular could be used as the main source for a study/prayer group.  



  

  

5. Focus on Lent. “The season of Lent during this Jubilee year should also be 

lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate and experience 

God’s mercy.” #17 MV. The Diocese will provide a large number of flyers to 

all parishes immediately before Lent. The flyer is entitled EIGHT WAYS TO 

LIVE A MERCIFUL LIFE to sustain the theme of the Jubilee in Lent. These 

are intended as handouts for those who wish one; however, if your parish 

wishes to insert one in each Sunday Bulletin, please contact Liz with the 

number you require.  

6. “The practice of pilgrimage has a special place for the Holy Year” #14 

MV. In addition to the Holy Door in St. Peter’s Rome, Pope Francis has 

mandated that every Cathedral have a Holy Door. St. Dunstan’s Jubilee Door 

will be inaugurated and blessed on Sunday December 13. This provides the 

opportunity to instruct people about the call to repentance; the significance of 

pilgrimage; and the possibility of indulgences. All of these points are carefully 

presented by Pope Francis in MV. Please invite parishioners to travel to St. 

Dunstan’s Holy Door in prayerful humility in response to God’s call to be 

merciful and to re-discover God’s mercy in Jesus.  

  

7. “Let us place the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the centre once more in 

such a way that it will enable people to touch the grandeur of God’s mercy 

with their own hands.” MV #17 (a) To fulfill this request of Pope Francis, I 

ask that every parish or unit that does not have an hour per week scheduled 

for the Sacrament to do so beginning December 8. This time for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation should be printed in the Sunday Bulletin together with the 

Sacramental schedule of the parish. (b) In addition to the Advent and Lenten 

opportunities for confession I ask that every parish/unit comply with Pope 

Francis request: “The initiative of ‘24 hours for the Lord’ is to be 

celebrated on the Friday and Saturday preceding the Fourth week of 

Lent, should implemented in every Diocese.” MV17. (c) I ask Zone chairs 

to place on the agenda of one of the Zone Meetings in the new year a 

discussion on ways and means to encourage the faithful to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

8. A Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament: I ask that a holy hour of 

adoration be introduced on a regular basis at a time convenient for the 

parishioners. Songs of praise of God’s mercy, prayers, readings and an 

appropriate amount of time for silence should all focus on God’s mercy. 

  



 9. A Call to Action. “In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of 

opening our hearts to those living on the outer most fringes of society; 

fringes which modern society itself creates.” MV #15. Social ministry is 

not an add-on to prayer, study and adoration. This is a year that leads us to be 

a community sensitive to the needs of those on the periphery. As Pope Francis 

puts it, what we must do is accompany all who are on the periphery on the 

journey of life. There are the indigent in our parishes, the jobless, the ill, the 

homebound, refugees, and the lonely. This Jubilee of mercy is a call to social 

action. Perhaps the Parish Council can pray and discern whether a social 

action group should be established to demonstrate the desire of the Church to 

be as Pope Francis calls it “an oasis of mercy”. Such a committee dedicated 

to this cause and based on prayer would be a most effective instrument of 

evangelization. An alternative would be to conclude every Parish Pastoral 

Council meeting with the question, “What has this meeting of the Parish 

Pastoral Council done on behalf of the poor, the disadvantaged and those on 

the periphery?  

 

 
  

Quotes from Misericordiae Vultus 
  

I suggest that you read and study this Document by Pope Francis. The 

following are only a few selected quotes that I found particularly moving or 

simply important. No doubt you and the Parish Pastoral Council may find other 

inspiring quotations. 

  

These quotes could be used throughout the year in a variety of ways:  

 

 To begin or build a homily about mercy 

 To begin any parish meeting  

 To place weekly in the Parish bulletin; possibly with a question for 

reflection. 

 As a discussion starter at a study/prayer group 

 As a meditative verse offered during Holy Hour; possibly five quotes 

during the hour.  

  

 Jesus Christ is the face of the Father of mercy. MV#1 
 

 Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. MV#2 



 

 Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks 

sincerely into the eyes of his brother and sister on the path of life. MV#2 
 

 Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to each other. MV#9 

 

 Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. MV#10 
 

 

 Judge not and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 

condemned; forgive and your will be forgiven; give and it will be given you, 

in good measure, pressed down shaken together, running over into your lap. 

For the measure you give will be the measure you get back. Luke 6:37  

 

 The Lord asks us above all not to judge and not to condemn. MV#14  

 

 If anyone wishes to avoid God’s judgement, he should not make himself the 

judge of his brother or sister. MV#14 
 

 Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. MV#10 
 

 The Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and 

compassionate love. MV#10 
 

 Perhaps we have too long forgotten how to show and live the way of mercy. 

MV#10 
 

 The temptation on the one hand, to focus exclusively on justice made us forget 

that this is only the first, albeit necessary and indispensable step. But the 

Church needs to go beyond and strive for a more important goal. On the other 

hand, sad to say, we must admit that the practice of mercy is waning in the 

wider culture. MV#10 
 

 The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart 

of the Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of 

every person. MV#12 
 

 In our parishes, communities, associations and movements, in a word, 

wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of mercy. MV#12 
 

 Be merciful just as your heavenly Father is merciful. Luke 6:36 
 

 The practice of pilgrimage has a special place in the Holy Year, because it 

represents the journey each of us makes in this life. MV#14  



 

 

 “Merciful like the Father” therefore is the motto of this Holy Year. In mercy 

we find proof of how God loves us. MV#14 

 

 In this Holy Year, we look forward to the experience of opening our hearts to 

those living on the outer most fringes of society; fringes which modern society 

itself creates. MV#15 

 

 It is my burning desire that during this Jubilee Christian people may reflect 

on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. MV#15 

 

 It (mercy) will be a way to re-awaken our conscience, too often grown dull in 

the face of poverty. MV#15 
 

 We cannot escape the Lord’s words to us, and they will serve as criteria upon 

which we will be judged. Whether we have fed the hungry and given drink to 

the thirsty, welcomed the stranger and clothed the naked, spent time with the 

sick and those in prison. MV #15 based on Matthew 25: 31-45. 

 

 The initiative of “24 Hours for the Lord” to be celebrated on the Friday and 

Saturday preceding the Fourth Week of Lent should be implemented in every 

diocese. For every penitent, it will be a source of true interior peace. MV#17 

 

 Confessors are called to embrace the repentant son who comes back home and 

to express the joy of having him back again. MV #17 

 

 Let us never tire of going out to the other son who stands outside, incapable 

of rejoicing, in order to explain to him that his judgment is severe, unjust and 

meaningless in light of the father’s boundless mercy. MV#17 

 

 May the message of mercy reach everyone, and may no one be indifferent to 

the call to experience mercy. MV#19 

 

 This is the opportune moment to change our lives. This is the time to allow 

our hearts to be touched. MV #19 
 

 

 Mercy is not opposed to justice but rather expresses God’s way of reaching 

out to the sinner, offering him a new chance to look at himself, convert and 

believe. MV#21 



 

 If God limited himself to only justice, he would cease to be God. MV#21 

 

 God does not deny justice. He rather envelopes it and surpasses it with an even 

greater event in which we experience love as the foundation of true justice. 

MV #21 

  

In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the Word of God that resounds strong and 

clear as a message and as sign of pardon, strength, aid and love. May she never tire 

of extending mercy and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May 

the Church become the voice of every man and woman, and repeat confidently 

without end, “Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord and your steadfast love, for they 

have been from of old.” Ps. 25:26 
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